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almost the same. What lay on the top of the Durga (fort) temple as
its "frontispiece'' (Kalasa) cannot be determined as it is missing, but
such a crown is present in the Huchchimalli Gudi temple to the south
of Aihoje, as a circular carved panel,1 on the top of which was
probably the image of fiiva as Natesvara.3 It is interesting to note
that this circular panel is exactly similar to the round structure seen
on the top of the Parasuramesvara temple at Bhnvanesvara in Orissa.8
5.   Monoliths
/ We may now turn to the monoliths which are outstanding
examples of Gupta craftsmanship and architectural skill. The first
of these is the Visnu pillar at Bran, which is dated "A. D. 484-85,
and must have been constructed during the reign of Budha Gupta.
It is forty-four feet in height, being a facet shaft crowned with a
typical G-upta lion abacus. It appears to have been a votive pillar
which was meant to support at its top a small image of VisntL* It
irresistibly reminds us of its Asokan prototypes, whose massive
grandeur it, of course, lacks and its architectural effect on the
whole " is marred by the mean fluting and attenuated proportions
of its bell capital"5
The other monolith, an iron pillar, now at Delhi, seems to have
been originally at Mathura. It is smaller than the former Visnu
stone pillar, being only twenty-three feet and eight inches in height
and weighs more than six tons. It was evidently constructed in the
reign of Kumara Gupta I as it bears the date of A. D. 415, and
seems to have borne at its top an image of Garuda, Visnu's vdhawa,
which, however, is now not traceable.6 This structure has been
architecturally divided into three parts: the first being the square
abacus, the second below it being " a melon shaped member " which
was the forerunner of the Later Gupta motif of the purna-kalasa,
and lastly the "campaniform captial, marking one of the last
appearances of the Persipolitan attribution here, however, retaining
the vigorous outline and rounded fluting of the original model/'7
This iron pillar is unique from some points of view. The
considerable technical skill which is essential to construct such a
huge monolith presumes not only extraordinarily skilled technicians
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